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CLAIMS 

1. Device for indicating the residual life of 
industrial products, comprising means for sensing one 
or more environmental variables correlated with the 
5 preservation of the product, positioned on the 
interface between the product and the environment; 
processing means for acquiring the data read by the 
sensor means, entering these data into a suitable 
program for evaluating the residual life of the product 
10 on the basis of these data, and returning the data 
relating to the residual life of the said product; and 
means of displaying the data concerning the residual 
life of the product, controlled by the said processing 
unit . 

15 2. Device according to Claim 1, characterized in that 
the said device comprises connection means for entering 
data into the said processing means. 

3. Device according to Claim 2, in which the said 
display means comprise a plurality of optical 

20 indicators. 

4. Device according to Claim 3, in which the said 
display means comprise three light-emitting diodes 
having three different emission colours. 

5. Device according to Claim 4, in which the said 
25 device comprises switch means for starting the 

procedure for controlling the said optical indicators. 

6 . Method for evaluating the residual life of a 
product, comprising the following steps: entering the 
characteristic parameters of a single type of product 

30 into a set of generic functions which represent the 
decay of the properties of a product as a function of 
time, a constant value of at least one environmental 
variable being assigned to each function; measuring, 
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instant by instant, the values relating to the said 
environmental variable; entering data relating to the 
said values into the set of functions; determining the 
preservation history of the product and its residual 
5 life on the basis of the entered data; and displaying 
the residual life data determined in this way. 

7. Method according to Claim 6, in which the said 
characteristic parameters comprise the maximum life of 
the product in optimal preservation conditions and the 

10 law of the variation of its properties as a function of 
the variation of the said environmental variable. 

8. Computer program, directly loadable into the 
internal store of an electronic computer, comprising 
the appropriate software code for executing the steps 

15 of the method according to Claim 6, when the said 
program is started in a computer. 



